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Let us begimat the startX

The process that started the formation of tveE.C. Football Cluas a letter from a number
of administrative staff working in the City of Dublin Vocational Education Commiit&eQ.

to its Chief Executive Officer Bummerl974formally seeking the use of the Sportsgrounds in
Terenuret which he grantedsee correpondenceat! LJLJS y |k Welfce theClob Name.

Following five friendly matches, th@ub purchased its first set of jerseffdaroon & Sky Blue)
for £25and inJunel974made applicatiorto the United Churches Football League of Ireland
The first Chairman Vin Lennon attended that meeting, along with the first Hon. Secretary Liam
Cooke and current Chairman D&Bpring. ¢ KS [ S 3dzS / 2YYAG0SSQa
heard that we would be playing our home games in the VEC Sportsgroumdseimure, and
we were immediately acceptenhto the top division. In those days théJ.C.Lwas confined,
allowing only Protestants to participatand the leaguenly hadtwo divisions When it was
decided to open up thieague to any suitable club, the first two to enter were V.E.Canain
Savings Banlb(S.B. We have remained in the top (Premier) division ever sqigar 1 season
(19821983)whenour first teammoved to the Leinster Senior Leagu@jor Divisionand our
applicationto keep our other team in the top division of the UCFL, was rejediéake about
GKFG fFGSN X

Our Club ConstitutionThe main aims and
objectives of V.E.C. Football Club @rei 2
fulfil a role in promoting the game of
Association Fobtall (Soccer) and to provide
football for players who join the club. It
| seeks to attract quality players to the club
and it is also committed to the development
®%s and improvement of the skills level of all
players within the club, in order to develop
football to the highest standards possible;
and it aims to achieve this in a spirit of
sportsmanship and through salfscipline,
teamwork andce?2 LISNI G A2y é @
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7" September 1974VEC Football Clyiayed its first official game. It wasBarton Shield
YIGOK LXIF&@SR Ay GKS +£9/ {LR2NIHAaA3INRdzyRa Ay ¢
unfortunately the game was lost3. [See team line up akppendixXBJ.

5t October 1974VEC Football Cluidayed its firsileaguematch in Terente against St.

/' yA0SQa | YAUSR |JROAKKG/ BYXOS@EaIR2{Hd RAY
12" October 19740ne week later, we had our first win. It was a Leinster Junior Cup match in
the Phoenix Park against Cashel Rangers. We wloar@lJohnLoughmanscored a hatrick.

19" October 1974 A further week later, we secured our first league point against Harding in
a2H RNl ¢ FyR (GKSYy 2y GKS Xo

X 26" October 1974:we achieved our first league win. It was in the VEC Sportsgrounds in
Terenue:itwas4myY YR Ad gt a F3AFAyald {Gdd al NBEQa 6
Our final game of that first season (19W4pT p 0 gl & Ff a2 F3AFAyad {
Terenure; the goakeeper was unable to travel because of the petrol situation, but we drew
3-3 andDand Springmanaged a hatrick with three headed goals!

1975:{ §S 2 dzNJ T Rebdipis and Baymiedty Aecoant LILIS VR A E W

Our earliest photo, taken ih975/76.

Back:Brendan Keegan, Les Young, Jim Boland, Dave Spring, Cormac McCrann, Pat Gleeson (R.I.P.]
Front: Brendan Spring, Ken Ryan, Joe Keogh, Gerry Hatch, Gerry Betts

Missingthat day. Mike & John Loughman, Dave Earley, Maurice Boland, Dave Hughes, Paddy Mullins, Tom Foley.



1976 At the age of 24Davd Springmanaged and captained the firsEC team to reactine
Elvery Cup (UCFL Challenge Cup), fiviaich unfortunately welost 2-1 to DublinUniversity
(later to become Trinity CorinthiandDespite leading by &enRyangoal at haltime, their
tactical changes brought them two goals late in the game to win a very memorable match
their own back yard at Santry Avenly8&eeVEQeam line up atAppendiXBj

1976 Ken Ryamwasselected and played in two games for the UCFL League. Mamy more
VEQolayerswould follow.

Summer 1976VEC F@nds were formedand we purchased 2 new setsjefseys.

1977 Beating the RCSI team-15n January 1977 with four players achieving-naks.
Three months later (Easter), losing-13o0 DSB when only @ayers were available but we
still played! Both arestill record club winning and losing scores.

19791t ¢ | & yhill aur 5 seasorthat we won somethingg the BartonShieldg beatingDublin
SavingsBank 6-5 on penaltieson 6" June1979; having dispatchedestablishedUCFLclubs
StrandUtd., 8" OBUandSt./ I (i K S dikoyt& Gokin Gleesomanaged and captained &l
first VEGeam to win a final

1980 John Gleesorscored six goals in a cup game in the Phoenix Park around 1980l a
Clubrecord

1980 Mick Kennymanaged and captained the first Elvery Cug‘final wifh)(#h 1980 against
{ O ® anlToldx QatSee VEC team line uplatLJLIS BR A E W

1981 Larry Dohertymanaged and captained the second Elvery Cup win in 1981 at Haddon
Park in Killester against the league winners, Spartak Dynamo. Not only did VEC registe
Spartak's only defeat in the entire season, Bat Quin(father of Steve Quin, playing in an
unusua (for that time) fourman midfield (masterminded by Mick Kenny), scored the four
goals.[See VEC team line up abpendixB. In the League, we lostQ to Spartak away and
drew 0-0 at home, and won every other game, and still finished as ruAmgrs

Also, in198], six V.E.C. players represented the UGRLQuin, Mick Kenny, Ken Ryan, Denis
Molony, Dave Spring and Gerry Hatplayed in some of the UCFL games in that very successful
season. The former four mentioned combined with five players from Skd¥ynamdand 1

from Cherryfield}o reach the semfinal of the Oscar Traynor Trophy, only to lose in a penalty
shootout to the eventual winners, Leinster Senior League, who incidentally had a certain
Dalkey Utd. player, Paul McGrath marshalling their defence. The UCFL team on thesday wa
managed by David Blood (who later became President of the FAI and sadly passed away |
2022) and the team was captained by our oRet Quin

1982 Former V.E.C. playdm Beharhammering home four goals against Galway United on
his debut for Thurles Tawin the League of Ireland in March 1982.

1983 The third team was set up in 1988as managed baddy Mullins anddisbanded after
3 seasons. Home games were played in the VEC Grounds in Whitehall. -itizh
refreshments were enjoyed ione of Dublirs oldest pubg the Cat & Cage in Drumcondra.
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1933VEC ans -3110 lst VI:'C team fo win o Ieogue hfle.

1983 The second team's playff game for the second division league title against Harcourt
Rovers in 1983. The game went into extra time and eventually to penalties which w®waxg.
Springwas manager and made some shresubstitutions andacticalchangesn the 2'¢ hallf,
which paid dividends.

1984 The second team's unforgettable Elvery Cup win again against St. Mary's (Crumlin) ir
Tolka Park. Player/Manag&ave Springassisted byNoel Ryan selecting an adventurous
3-4-3 formation, missing a penalty himself, but seellug O'Hanlor{before he became a tep

class referee) andoel Ryarscoring two excellent goals following exquisite righhg crosses

from Willie Kissaneto win 2-1. [SeeVEMhoto andteam lineup at LILIS\BRA E W

1985 The first children's Christmas Party was held in Kevin Street College in 1985 and there
followed eleven more with an average of thirty children attending annu&lgn Donoghue
was a splendid Santa Claus each time.

19861987 The first teamreturnedto the U.C.F.L. in 1986, iagplayed in the Leinster Senior
Leaguefor four seasonsachieving promotion in 1983/84Mow inthe newlynamedPremier
Division, wehad one ofour most successful seasotwsdate, and while only finishing runners

up in both theleagueand the ElveryChallengeCup, a wonderful run in the F.A.l. Junior Cup
saw the club reach the 6th round, only to be knocked out by top A.U.L. side Glenmore Celtic.

Of note: GoalkeeperTommy Coylescoring a goal from play in an Elvery Cup match against St.
Catherine's FCwhere a long kickwith the aid of a strong breeze) bounced once and over the
20KSNJ 321t 1 SSLSNNaE KSI RH

19871988 The team got its revenge againstrg®dd United with a comprehensive

4-0 drubbing in the Cup Final at Tolka Park, having lost to the same opposition the previous
year.Tommy Coylevas the player/manager on this occasion (although injured for the game)
and the goals came frorMick Finnerty, Noel Ryan (2and Jerome Murphywith Paudie
O'Riordanbeing awarded maiof-the-match.We were runnersup in the League again!



19881989 After winning our 5th round=.A.l. Junior Cugame against Beggsboro (who were
runnersdzL) Ay (0 KS LG @6 ndetdhé préviSus YRS F.A.l. Junior Cup winners,
Tolka Rovers in thiast 160f that cup in Terenure. The team valiantly held out for 70 minutes
before Tolka opened the scoring and went on to wi @ith the second goal only coming in
injury time whenVEGwere pressing forwardl olka Rovers/ent on to win the trophy.

The much talked about Leinster Junior Cup game against a highly fancied Telecom team i
October 1989 at Kimmage Manor which we wa8,4vith Willie Kissanescoring a famous hat

trick (right foot; left foot; header) anBave Springvith a top-drawer free kickwinner. In the
League, we were runnexsp for the3™ consecutiveseasorand for the &' time altogether

1993 We won the Prudential Lif¢ChallengeCup Final win against Dublin University at Tolka
Park, wherDermot O'Dwyerscored two goals in a game that ende@ after extra time and
went to penalties where we won the shoout 3-2 with goalkeeperPaul Hughesbeing
awarded marof-the-match.Darby Tinbsand Chas Heathewere the managers for this game.

1993 The ¥ teamwasre-formed and entered Division 3 in the Leinster Senior League, playing
matches on Sundays for just 1 season. But then reverted to Saturdays in Division 3 of the UCF
lasting afurther 20 seasons before disbanding in 2014, having worSiatmey Bedlow Cufhat
yearfor the first time for the Club.

19931994 Dave Springlayedin 41 games in the 1993/94 seasostill a club recordhaving
played in40 games in 1988/89.Noel Rya had played 39 games in 1984/85 and also in
1988/89.

April 1995 It was quite extraordinary when the second team and the third team were drawn
to play each in the quarter final of the Leslie Reynolds Cup in 1995. On an eventful Saturday
ironically on he 1st Aprilg in the VEC grounds iWhitehall (the 3rds home pitchyvith more

than fifty interested spectators, in what was a very exciting game, it took just one sweet strike
from player/manageDermot Sharkeymid-way through the second half to secure the win for
the seconds ovew 2 0 6 A S vefy Fadiant®hirdteam squadSee teams atppendix¥/ Q

April 1997 The VEC inaugural golf outing in City West whiadk Kenny(Roddy) won by one
point overPaul HughesThen, from 2001 to 2012, golf trips to Westport, Dungarvan, Athlone,
Kilkenny, Waterford, Ballyliffin, Dromoland and Killarmegome on more than one occasion.

April 1998 Dave Spring's sdxeil joining him in &ivision 2 game in Terenure: the first father
son combination.

26" October 1998The inaugura2 A f t AS YA a
¢ NB Ldfateh®ook place against C.Y.M. in tHgiortsclub
in Terenure. The magnificent troplly2 A f f A /&5
specially commissioned by the club (thanks to Sandra Fog
and Susan Kissan@2 f f 2 Ay 3 2 Af f A Sy
1997at the age of 36ollowing a short illnessThe8-team §
annual tournamentwas organised by the Club in each B
the 20 years from 1998017 in 2 A f f eSO - '
Suaimhneas siorai da anaror the last 14 years of its 20S | dp&amng “the Willie Klssane
Tournament has been antB8am invitational 11a-side tournament. In those 20 years, VEC
won 'Willie's Boot' on 6 occasionsSee the winners o2 A £ f A & Ghdse 202yRailisCat
(AppendiX¥ 3. Q




December 1998VEC 1sts v VEC 2ndsre drawn to play each other in the cuphis time in
the ChallengeQup - now called the Progressive Cqgphe first team beat the second team by 3
goals to 2 after another memorable match played in a truly sporting spirit. Yéiim Griffith
on form scoring two goals, the first team took some time to settle bef@egrett Brennan
responded with two goals andoel Ryarwith one X I whBre again from a club point of
view, the correct resultvasachieved

10" April 1999 The highlight of the year had to be the Golf Outing and Dinner Dance in City
West Country House and Hotel to commemorate 8&F Slver Jubilee. It was a magnificent

day and evening and it was great to see such a large attendance, particularly folayers

of the club. Dave Springroduced a superb commemorative brochtineith over 70 pages of
memorabilia, press cuttings and photos spanning &b years which made for compulsive
NEBI RAYy3Iod C2NJ 51 @SQa ¢2N] 20SN) 1K2&aS &SI N
*Unluckily for DaveDermot Sharkeynserted into the brochuré\ Tribute to a GeniusWhich
youcanread a(! LJIJSY RAE W9 Q

1999 Havingrendered exceptional service to the Cluhits

first 25 years and as he was stepping down as Chairman,

David Springwas honouredl i G KI 0 &aSMta2y Qa ! O
Honorary Life Membership The Clubreferred to his

unstinting, immeasurable and profeisnal work in the

massive administration necessary for the successful running

of our club.

As that commemorative brochure in 1999 reported in detail on our first 25
years, with plenty of pics. and reports and information , the remainder of this
publication will concentrate of the 25 years from 2000 to 2024

2001 Our online Fundraiser Piek-Winner commenced, thanks to hard work initially from
Séamus Dohertythrough email) and then byNeil Springwhen he transmogrified ibn-line
(www.pickawinner.i¢ from 2011 onwards.

Séamus Dohertywas elected tathe Executive Committee of the United Churches Football
League (UCFL), later becoming the League's Hon. Tregsupasition he still holds!

Fom 2001to 2012 Séamusorganised our Clulolf trips to Westport, Dungarvan, Athlone,
Kilkenny, Waterford, Ballyliffin, Dromoland and Killarmegome on more than one occasion.

October 2001 For a third time, two VEC teamgere drawn togetheiin the 29 round of the
Irish Life Challenge CLgEC 1sts v VEC 2ngland agairthe first team beat the second team
this time by 6 goals to 2 after another memorable match played in a truly sporting spirit.
Goalscorers for the winners weReter Bul] Eamon KirkPaul Little Glenn MorrisseyDerek
O'Neilland Brian WardX | wh&eagain from a club point of view, the correct resuias
achieved ConorMacArtainand Paul Hutchinsonhad responded for the2nds.See teams at

I LIWISYRAE W/ Q

May 2002: And we went on to the final, wherere unfortunatelylost 0-2 in Tolka Parko an
excellentTrinity Corinthians sid@ho had two Junior Internationals in their side: Aaron Shearer
and David BattiganTeam lineout / squad:



http://www.pickawinner.ie/

Ronan Cotter
Peter Morrissey Neil Spring Dave Collins Gus Mclnerney
Mark Noonan Glenn Morrissey James Crak Derek O'Neill
Alan Scullion Brian Ward

Subs: Peter Bull, John Murray, Paul Hutchinson, EamorBriatk, Quinn

2002 The professionaldevelopment ofour excellent and enviable website
www.vecfc.iewas undertaken bileil Spring free gratisBetween himself and
hisfather Dave they produced the VEC logo/crest.

KarINolan(who played for 6 seasons and in 1°
games, scoring 4 goalsind Tommy Doherty
(who played for 17 seasons and in 403 games, scoring 50 goals)
followed inJoe O'Hanlon'$who played for 6 seasons and in 110
games up to 1989, scoring 87 godtsptsteps and changed their
football boots for a pair of Referee's boaggnd continue to
make a good job of it too!

Here are the three of themg Tommy, Joe & Kaglofficiating
in the Willie Kissane Tournament Finaln the VEC
Sportsgrounds in 2007.

20042005 A hugely successful season for the ClGulr first trophies in 12 years with each of

our 3 teams taking silverwareA club record broken for the most goals scored in a season with
Joey Byrne scoring 36 goals in 36 gameslis costriker. NA | Y  26IgdélR @&as also
amazing.For only the third time, we reached the 6th round of the FAI Junior Qeggjng St.
Mochtas, Whitehall Rangers, Workmans Dunlaoire and Maymount Celtic (from Cork) before
losing O1 to top Tipperary outfit Peakevilldwe won the Pemier Shield, 2ndDivision Shield

and were runners up in the Richard Knightp Another 1st for the club wastie/ C[ Qa a &
awardreceived by the 3rd team, for their performance on and off the field, a very noteworthy
trophy for the club to be awardedThe firsts worthe Shield final 2 against Clontarf Athletic
while the 2nd division shield was won by defeating the league rurmemRail PSV-2on the

same day out in the AUL Complex.

2005 As they were stepping down as Chairman oS
Hon. Secretary respectiveljyoel Ryanand Séamus E=5
Doherty were both elected into Honorary Life @
Membershipfor their immense important and hugely
valuablework forthe clubover many years

20056-2006: Joey Byrnescoring in 9 consecutive gamesa Clubrecord until 2014 Of note:
Ken Ryann 1980/81 andlohn Griffithin 1996/97- both scoring in seven consecutive games.

2006 That memorable 6 round Leinster Junior Cup game on a Sunday losing e@lyol
arguably the best Junior soccer club in the country at the time Killester Utdvweind on to
win the Trophy. Dave Springwas manager withPaul Hutchinsonassisting andtiwas a
magnificent peformance by all concerned particularly as we were missirigro key players
Neil Springlaway with workyandJoey Byrnginjured)on the day.


http://www.vecfc.ie/

20062007 The Clulbwasvery proud thatPaul Hutchinsorwas selected as the UCFL Manager
for the season He askedDave Springto assist himConsidering that this was his first year, it
was very successful, as the league team qualified for the koot&tages of the Oscar Treanor
Trophy, before losing out to the eventual winners AFL in the qudinef. Itwas an honour
too fort I dzf h Owhalrafedl @ kllythe competitive games for the league team, and to
Joey Byrne, Anthony DunrendPeter Morrisseywho were also selected, as were theherty
brothers Dara and Markin the final game of the season fohd league team, against the
Northern Amateur League.

2007 Fergal(Stumpy)Nolanwas honoured with Honorary Life Membership
of the Club, acknowledging theonsiderable time which he gave
enthusiastically during his 10 years as team managestfodsand 29 team
and hisproficient coordinatiorof training around this time

2007-2008 Hutch was reselected as the UCFL Manager for a second year
and he askeddaveto assisthim once again. It was an honour too for VEC
y club memberst I dzf h Q{ dzByrnk,@aryagh MaGirfieand Mark

i Dohertywho were selected to represent the league team during the season.

20082009 At last! In our 35th season, withave Springand Noel Ryarat the helm, we won
the Premier Division title pipping Trinity Corinthialg 1 point to complete a remarkable
season(Trinityhad won the title on 7 occasions in the previous 10 ye#&resame down to the
final game of the season, when we had to bdem in Terenure to win the title. We won-B.

; ] BRADYS &
BRADY: " N BRADYS B TERENURE 3RADYS
[ERENU BRADYS » = 9 /il R ENURE

T : TERENURE ) ERED
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TERENURE

PremierDivisionChampions2009
Back:Paulh Q{ dzf Peteriddrrifsey, Roryh Q5 ¢ BaéraghMcGinley Neil Spring BrianWard,
JoeyByrne,Gavinh Q { dzf SimforfRbcyie>
Front:BrianQuinn,NickyPerry,RosKavanaglic), AnthonyDunne,RavlenningsMick Keating.

2009 Our ChairmanDavid Springwas invited by the F.A.l. to participate on the F.A.lL
Disciplinary Panel and has been actively involved ever since.

201Q Picka-Winner website launched on 26February 201@ built by Neil Spring



20102011 What agreat season for the CIUBVEC $won the Challenge Cupeating our old
rivals Stedfast Utd.-R with goals from Joey Byrne and Brian Ward. Thiseéa® Spring'éth
Challenge Cup medal, although this time only as manager! Goalk&sgreagh McGinley
deservedly won the Mawof-the-Match award. This had followed our Shield Final win against
Clontarf Athletic on the previous Monday, when we wef after extra time. We also won the
Willie Kissane Trophy for the first time in five years, when we be@eteer Celtic 6 on
penalties in August 2010, after the final had finished-dt The 2nd and 3rd teamsnanaged

by Dave Carroll (Jaya@nd Julien Dinglerespectively- also had great seasons, both finishing
runnersup in Divisions 2 and 3A. The 3adso had a great run in the Leinster Junior Shield,
eventually missing out on a quarténal spot (in a game they should really have won) to
Banagher Utd, from OffalWwWEC % were runners up in Di\2 and VEC'3were runners up in
Div. 3B,with both teamspromoted! Action and squad from cup final below.

Darragh McGinley
Peter Morrissey Neil Spring Mick Keating Steve Quin
Rav JenningsTomDelaney Simon Roche (c)Anthony Dunne
Joey Byrne Brian Ward

Subst | dzf h {2dafaf AYA AT v I WR NE L Ih Qdanh ©IEBE DohErty, Ronan Cotter.
9




20102011 VEC playersalled intothe UCFIsquadg Anthony Dunnewho played in the Oscar
Traynor gameDarragh McGinley, Neil Spring, Joey Byrne.

2011 Paul Hutchinsorhung up the bootdor two seasondo go refereeing in the UCFhut
returnedto the Clubas player/managerAnd then two years latergverted to refereeinggain.

Andy Myler, who scored a total of 133 League of Ireland career goals, sign&tHGrF@&t the
age of 37 Hemade his debut foWEC F6n 14" January 2012, playing the full game in th2 2
draw against Strand Utd. in the UCFL Premier Division in Terehiangng startedhis
professional career at UCD where he made his League debut darfuary 1994Andy had
retired from Bray Wanderers at the end of the 2008 seasHe.played 85 official games for
VEC Football Cluim the 9 seasons between 2011 and 2026ring 32 goals along the way
before returning to thd_eague of Ireland this ime asManager of UCD up to November 2023.
[SeeUCFL Player Profile from Facebeblovember 21, 2020 atppendixXV p Q

2011-2012: Darragh McGinley(VEC playerof-the-year in 2011)was awarded a soccer
scholarship in the U.S. and proved himself to be adiags keeper

20132014 Thiswas, no doubt, what turned out to be, the start of a very successful 10 seasons
for VEC FQGwhich started withPaul Hutchinson& Dave Springat the helm AlthoughJoey
Byrne, Rob NewgSimon Rocheandt S (i S NJ todk.a&kr Syt andRav Jenningsind
Michael Keatingdid not resign,Tom Delaneyandt | dzf  h Qadizfa fvelc@hte fomeback
after their travels and we welcomed newlayersAidan Hyland, Séamus Staunton, Gavin
Murphy, Ray Jaudzenmend Andy Waugh'GK).We went on to finisliunnersup in the Premier
Division, losing only 2 league ganaa®l obviously stayed in the premier/top UCFL Division for
the 40th consecutive seasama remarkable feat in itself.

On a memorable nighdn the front pitchin Terenure a 239 May 2014 VEC 3rdsmanaged by
John Dinglewon the Sidney Bedlow Cufor the very first timefor the Cluhbeating Riverside
Utd. 87 on penalties aftethe matchhad finished 22 after extra time.

10



11" October 2014:0n the social side, there was a special
function to celebrate oud0" season. Our very successful
40" Anniversary B-Q was held in the Morrison Hotel on
Ormond Quay and there were nearly 80 in attendance. Apart
from the currentplayersand Committegwe were privileged

to have many players from the paswith us on the night
includingJohn Eageand Ken Donoghuenho are probably
better known for the sterling work they put in for many years
as Treasurer and Secretary (12 years) respectively

e

‘ B Our guests included théhen Chairman of the UCFL Barney
Foormart Bruz L 22R YR . leIfdDE fiead tdthECUK Vel
many Yyears and a former President of the Football
Association of Ireland David Blood. Sadly, both have since departed this worlthe Chef
Executive of the Football Association of Ireland John Delaney graciously accepted our invitatior

A X 4 oA

and attended together with his partnerardf S ¢ Wdzy SELISOGSRQ FNASYR

2014-2015: After 21 consecutive years, unfortunately thé @am disbanded beforénhe start
of the season, due to shortage of numbers. In effect, the 2nds and 3rds from the previous
season amalgamated.

RS

Having finished very strongig the previous seasowith 7 goals in the final 5 game&jdan
Hyland scored 12 goals in his first 7 games26fL4-2015 (including a remarkable 5 goals in
August against Arthur Griffith Park FC), thus scoring in 12 consecutive games and smashing tf
previous record of scoring in 9 consecutive games sdbky Byrnen 20052006.

2015-2016 While the 20132014 season might have effectively been the start of a hugely
successful era in the Cluas was mentionedthen the 20152016 season wadefinitely the

start of W¢ KS D 2 tndstalgicalBirNthe@addup to our Goldedubileein 2024. That one
seasonsurpassed everything VEC ever achieved in any one se&tavihg won the Premier
Division (Barton) Shield on the May Bdmdiday Monday by beating AGP F3 dn penalties,

we then added the UCFL Challenge Cup by be&ugh William Street Celticon Saturday

21st May in Home Farm and then the Richard Knight Cup by beating FC Sportslink Ailesbu
5-1 on 31st May meaning a clean sweep of UCFL trophies forstieain ¢ a remarkable first

for the club(and only ever ateved twice before in our League in nearly 70 years: by Stedfast Utd. 19 years
previously and by Clontarf Athletic 21 years previoudBgtails of K S { S & 2 yn@ & syMp8sa dzf |
of that extraordinary seasoare at! LILIS VR YR W LGB Y RAE W

Barton §|
Winners™ & W
=
7%
y
AU RSN

VEC F.C.
2015-16
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We also eacted the 5" Round of the FAI Junior Cup where
we met one of the favourites (and subsequently losing
finalists) Pike Rovers in Limerickvhich was a great
achievement,and although we gave a good account of
ourselves, we eventually succumbed to aO 2loss.
Managing the I team that exceptional season wdZave
Spring whoinveigledY S @A Yy htQjbih hini. Beyhad
suffered a serious knee injury in an annual fixturaiagt
CYM Terenure at Christmas 2014, which unfortunately and
effectively endecdhisplaying days Along withDave he was
inspirational in steerlng/ECto an extraordinary and historiQuadruple (Premier Division,
Challenge Cup, Richard Knight Cup and Barton SHsei)what a bunch of players we had!

1
=

VEC FC - Quadruple Squad - 2015-2016
Back (Itor): Kev (o} Hanlon (Manager), Pat Meghen, Conall OShaughtlessy Richard Hannify, Alan Kean
Killian Finlay, Andy Myler, Dave Spring (Manager). . o

Front (I to r): Steve Quin, RayJaudzems Séamus Staunton, Aidan Hyland, Anthony Dunne {mpt J; GaKMurphy ~

Now, everybodyknowsthat successloesnot lastforever! Bill Gates once samk { dzO O0Saa
lousy teacher. It seduces smart people it&K A Yy { A y 3 1 K Bt wOmad€Qaur f 2
success a consistent, proactive dynamic, learning experience so that we could achieve furthe

A A N~ o~ v

successinthe futurel YR S SRRR2¥X N

20162017 i.e. the following season, having being reluctant to move directly into the lead
management role the previous seasdhS @A Y  htkeh stepde@sgamlessly into that role,
steeringVECto the retention of the Premier Division titlevhich wehad won in 2016 andn

2009. Moreover, we were the only team throughout all the divisiomghe UCFlto go
undefeated for the seasonWe won all the games we played bar one, away to Glasnaion FC
GKAOK 6S RNBg® ¢KS NBYFAYAY3 o 3 a8 @wereg S N.
deemed by the League to be draw$e season after again with Kev in charggVECinished

as league runnerap, but then in his fourth season (202819), he manageECto a
remarkable double: Premier Division champions and Challenge Cuprainn

12
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Our record as Champions in 201% was: 21 17 4 0 55
Our record as Champions in 2016 was: 21 16 3 2 51
Our record as Champions in 2008 was: 20 16 2 2 50

October 2016the UCFL announced thdfhe management of VEC FC, le®ayid Springhas
accepted the UCFL's request to manage the UCFL Team for this season's Oscar Traynor gar
with assistance from refereBaul Hutchinsonwho is himself dormer UCFL League Team
manager. It is expected that VEC FC, as last season's League and Cup winners, will form t
nucleus of the squadbut that Clubs who believe that they have players of the required standard
should submit the names of those playetst G KS [ S| 3dzS¢ ¢

This ultimately resulted ii1 VEC playerachieving thenonour of representing their League
over that seasonWhile Anthony Dunne, Joey Byrne, Mick Kinsella and Aidan Hylaad
previously represented the UCFL, it was a firstNeal Breslin, Gav Murphy, Ray Jaudzems,
Séamus Staunton, Pat Meghen, Killian Finlay and Richie Hannify.
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February 2017 FAI Junior Cup

Having reached the 6th Round of the FAI Junior Cup on four previous occasions*, we reache
the 7" Round (lastL6) ¢ for the first time in the Club's history. Having received a bye in round

1, we beat Inchicore Athletic-B, Sacred Heart-@, Columbas Rovers13 Clara Town (Offaly)

4-0 and Buttevant AFC (Cork}02 Unfortunately we lost 20 away to Boyle Celtic
(Roscomma) on 5th February 2017to end a magnificent run in this prestigious ciee
 LIWSYRAE Wl Q

[*In 1987 we lost to top AUL outfit Glenmore Celtic; in 1989
' having received a bye in the first round, we beat Greystones,
") Chapelizod, Ashbourne and the previcess®n's runnersp
Beggsboro, before losing to the holders and eventual winners
Tolka Rovers. In 2005 we beat St. Mochtas, Whitehall
Rangers, Workmans Dunlaocire and Maymount Celtic (from
Cork) before losing-0 to top Tipperary outfit Peakevilla. In
2016,we reached the 6th Round of the FAI Junior Cup where
we met one of the favourites (and losing finalists) Pike Rovers
in Limerick, but although we gave a good account of
ourselves, we eventually succumbed to@ldss].

March 2017 Remarkably in a leagugme on 28 March 2017 Aidan Hylandscored 5 goals
against Arthur Griffith Park FQThis helpedAidanbecomeg for the 4" season in a rovg the

/[ £dzo Qa f Sl RAY 3 3IAAHud bealir@@NENI ABNGO 8IQCHIR redord of
36 goals in a season.

April 2017 VEC Football Cluk
accepted an invitation to represen
the Leinster Football Association i
an annual fixture for the John Bagstc
Cup against a MillIster team. What
an honour! This is a lorganding
and prestigious event that has
maintained the sporting friendshig
between MUFL and the Leinster F
over the years. The event was held .
Bignian Park in Kilkeel, Co. Down CESEREias
Saturday 22 April 2017. We playeckis :
Hill Street FC. (who had been invited" ! - : :
to represent the Mid Ulster Football League) and despite losi@gtdalf ime, we dominated
the second half with a great display and pulled two goals back thr@agh Gonzalemn the
65th minute andSéamus Stauntomn the 85th minute, before running out of time when an
equaliser seemed a real possibility after constant pressure. [Squad below].
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July2017 What aday in VECon®9vdzt € wHnamt & 0G0KS Ayl dz3dzNJ f
took place with Paul Hutchinsmfficiating. Many past players joined the Champions (see pic.)
FR22dzNYyAy3 | FGSNBFNRa (2 . NIFReQa F2N . .v
fund.

|||||

August 20170n a sentimental dgythefinal AnnuaWillie Kissane Tournamertbok place
unfortunately, VEQost out in the final to CYM Beechwood.
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OnOctober 7th 2017in Round
1 of the Challenge Cuploey
Byrne bagged a brace and hij
198th and 199th goals for the
club.

In so doing Joey surpassioel
w e | yoagdtanding club goalf

20172018 Having topped the League in the previous two seasovesreaped a silver medal
in the Premier Division for the second time in recent years along Wiliclaard Knight@ final
appearance in FAI HQ at Abbotstqwvhere welost after extra time to Harding FC

October 2017Paul Hutchinsoraccepted the position
as the League team manager and askeve Spring
02 Faarald KAY o6l NBEOSNEESEEESS R <
arrangement). 6 VEC playeepresented the UCFL in 7 A, \ T
the Oscar Traynor Trophy that seasdeal Breslin,
Gavin Murphy,Aidan Hyland, Pat Meghen, Andrew
Kilmartin & Alan Keane

July 2018The 24 yy dz- £ +9/ W/ KIYLIA2ya @ [ SISYRAQ
Match took place in July 2018. The turnout was fantaestid really built on the success of the
previous year. FormerECplayerTommy Dohertyofficiated.
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20182019

The first team claimed an emphafiouble of League andQup while the seconds, with an influx
of new bodies, mounted a challenge in a very str@ngsion 2. Unfortunately, due to player
and managemenmhon-availability the club once again had to disband its third team.

5 ¥ né S T BT R PRS N iy ‘;m‘
o el B

p
oneills.con’ oneills.cop

)

Once againwe reached the 7th round (ladt6) of theFAI Junior Cugor the secondtime in
three years, unfortunately losing3 to Kilkenny outfit Evergreen FC on 3rd February 2019 after
beating Pegasus St. Jame8,8Balscadden FC (awayl 3Glebe North D, Castleisland AFC
(away) 30 and Glin Rovers from the Desmond League (Likje#i@ at home in January 2019

in the 6th round(See! LILISY)RAE WL Q

Paul Hutchinson and Dave Spring
remained at the helnof the UCFL league
team, and theVEQnfluence on the team
remained potent with an astoundin@O
VEC clubmeramong its rankgsee pic)
While it was alisheartening campaign for
the UCFL side, it did serve to highlight the
contribution the VEChave made to the
league itself ithoserecent years and the
strength in character our playdrase
continued to demonstrate year on year.

Analysing the players involved in the 8 Oscar Traynor matches ma&sphst 3 seasons, shows
that Gav Murphyplayed in an astounding 7 of those 8 ganteat Meghenin 6; Aido Hyland
andNeal Breslinn 5. Congratulations to them and all who representia@ Club.
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20192020:Upending all areas of life, tfeOVIB19 pandemic made no exception for sports,
creating turmoil worldwide as well as in our league and our club of coumdeght of the threat
posed by the COVIIO outbreak and in the best interesof players, coaches, volunteers, etc.,
the Football Association of Ireland announced on March 12th 2020, the cessation of all football
under its jurisdiction with immediate effect, following directives from Government, the
Department of Health and UEFAhe UCFL complied fully with this instruction, which meant
that no fixtures were set until further notice. This was unfortunate as we were on schedule to
complete another quadruple, albeit with plenty of hard work and hopefully some good fortune
awaitingus along the way

Whenfootball resumedsome4 monthslater (18" July2020),unfortunatelythingsdid not go
accordingo plan! While we duly won our next 5 premier division matches, we succumbed to
South William Street Celtic on 15th August losiFgi# Ringsend and relinquishing our league
title. To make matters worse, we exited both the Richard Knight Cup and the Challenge Cur
on penalties on both occasiongt least we atoned for this by winning the Premier Division
Shield after a penalty shoaut with Coolock Village in our final game of the season (on 29th
August 202Q)

August 2019 The 3 yy dzl £ +9/ W/ Kdnatdtogkylace éh 1PASFESS30HA
The turnout was greabnce agairand really built on the success of the previous years.

October2019 Paul HutchinsorandDave
Spring remained at the helmof the
League teamand the VECinfluence on
the team remained potent as 3/EC \
players started in both gamesDavy MG
CNBEgSys DI @AYy adzNLj
They were joined in ganseby Conall |{

competition h 4y Qi  NiBdé diw
pandemic].

20202021:VEC F@nd other clubs played their part in the community fight against C&9ID

For months throughout the season (if you could call it that), we had Level 5 Government
restrictions which prevented us playing. As such, the 2020/2021 season was effectively &
washout. We resumed trainingon fla I @ HAHM® ¢ KSy { KoPosdls$or 3 dz¢
I WwS{idz2NYy (2 C2 2-geasbri Touthanebt aviizh tas fFom A dine 2021 tdlB
7™ August 2021

T Of extraordinary interest wa¥ECplayer Jack McKnightplaying afull

: world cup qualifying CONCACAF first round Group E qualifiehraateft
back for the Turks and Caicoslslandsnational football team against
Nicaraguan March 2021.He also played a full game in the next match on
30th March 2021 against Belize

Jackplayed in 18 matches fofEC Football Clubetween 2018 and 2020,
making his debut on 28March 2018 in VEC Terenure against Beech Park
FC in the Premier Division of the UCFL. He played 8 times for VEC 1sts an
10 times for VEC 2nds in official matches and scored 4 goals.
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https://vecfc.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Profile-Jack-McKnight-2020.jpg

2021-2022 We once agan reaped a silver medal in the Premier Divisidallaght Utd. justly
claimedthe title, having gone the season without losing a league gaue we atoned for that
somewhat meeting them (the current holders) in the final of both @leallenge Cupand the
Richard Knight Cupdeservedly winning both matches orDlIscorelines.

22 i i 372

VEC 2ndseached the MMI Cup Final. It was the first time thavv&Qeam had reached tht

Cup Finaknd it was played in Home Farm against Division 2 ruamgr€oolock Village
bizarrely on the same evening th&®EC 1stsvere playing in theRichard Knight Cup Final.
Unfortunately, the team was unable to emulate the 1sts cup win, losifigafter conceling

two late goals to a strong Coolock Village side (who for years had played in the Premier Division
despite a brave effor{Squad below].

BSS R
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June 2022:The Club extended a speci
congratulations to Club Chairmabavid
Springwho received a special recognitio
award from the FAI in June 2022, as part

GKSANI OSyidSyl N OST® L P L
{ SONBiOFNEQ& wSLI]2 NI} Iy
G¢CKAA ol NR 0O2dz R 2 NB

deserved as Dave makes an unparallele
contribution to the success and longevity o
this club and has dedicated many years now to grassroots football in Irefand
[Dave is here ith the thenChairman of the UCFL Barney BlooG&neral Secretargf the
Leinster Football Associatiéteter Doylg

| Aidan Hyland(left) returned to action forVECin

the Premier Division match against AGP FC
Terenure, scored 9 /fi€dtagoal of the game anc
significantly! A Ry Q& forthe Cléb. 32 &0 )

November 2023: on the 11" Novemberto be 2
precise in the ETB (VEC) Sportsgrounds ¢ °
Terenure against AGP FC in the Premier Division of
the UCFLJoeyByrnenetted his landmark 250th goalfor the Club. What

an achievement!What a milestone!lt took the legendry Wayne Roon&y6 games playing

for Manchester Utd. to achieve that milestone; whereas Joey has achieved that after playing in
just 432 official games for VEC FC, having made his debutsbAuglist 2004 against St.
I'FyA0SQa ! UR® Ay ¢SNBYdzNB®

{2YS Y2NB 27 & Kk2fa St NbaiFoGEqksy R

Many other players have represented the U.C.L. in representative games, n@alby
Hughes(in oursecondseason)Eamonn Gleesoand Noel Ryan(particularly when thaJCFL

team travelled to the Isle of Man in 1989%erry Hatch, Dave Spring,Paul Hughes,
Tommy Doherty, John McCarthfpenis Molony, Chas Heather, Dermot Sharkey, Niall Little,
Mick Keating, Brian Ward, Joey Byrne, Marc Doherty, Dara Doherty, Paul O'Subindn
Anthony Dunneln addition Pat Quin, Mick Kenngnd Ken Ryamvere also given the honour

of captaining the league teanas were\eal Breslin & Gav Murphgubsequently.

Joey Byrnanoved into 3 place on most games played MEQ; 427 games (over 18 seasons)
at the end of last seasot Y R KSQa tillJafbit beHidtNoa& Ry#AnmBHO over 22
seasons) andave Spring750 over 27 seasons). Bibeyis way out on goals scored, as
mentioned, reaching the 250 mark in November 2023, wAilgan Hyland(201) surpassed
51 @80 adb 2 S198goals.

EACTVEas played in the top (Premier) divisiohthe UCFEvery one obur 50yearsg bar
1 season (1982983) when our first team moved to the Leinster Senior League Major Division
and our application to keep our other team in the top division of the UCFL, was rejected. But
we famously won the second division that season andrregd to the top division and stayed
there. So,in49a S da2yasx 6S 6SNB ySOSNI NBtSBKHSRaT
remarkable and unique achievement in itself of which everyone associated with VEC Football
Club should be very proudt K I i Q dega&y@Hopefully, we make it at least 50!
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i FACTIn the knockout stages of the Challenge Cup over the 50 years, the outcome to advance
to the next roundor even to the final was decided in a penalty shoaot in 11 of those years
[1990, 1992, 1999, 2002004, 2006, 2007, 2008, 2015, 2020, 2023]! How many of those 11
shootouts did we win? ..NONE! We lost them all The only penalty shoetut that we won
in the Challenge Cup was in th893 Finakgainst Dublin University.

u Sadly We acknowledge the loss of fiv
former players who died in recent year: &
Pat Gleesonfrom Thurles who played 41 .
games in the first four seasons]ohn .
O'Learywho was the goalkeeper in thdg
1980 Elvery Cup Final and also played
two seasons; the flamboyanVillie Kissane
(left) who we mentioned earlier and whg
played many memorable games in his tot
of 160 between 1982 and 1990, including the infamous 1983
Elvery Cup final; the carefreimmy O'Loughlinwho joined in 1977, played in 88

games in 5 yearsicluding two cup finals in 1980 & 1981 and died in December 2012.

And the colourful and inspiration&®obbie Ebbgright) whoimpressively managed VEC
GSFYa F2NJ) FAQGS aSlazya Ay (KQBaythey®atinl YR &

i Playersof-the-Year Over those 50 yearssee! LILISY RA E  WYWQ

i VA Tribute to a Geniu@(by Demot Sharkey)see! LILIS KR A E W

i Challenge Cup Recar@®ver those 50 yearssee! LJLIS Y(RA E W

i AFewFormerPlayer® 9| NX & ¢se8 YIALNRY@EA E W

(i Statistics Over those 50 yearssee! LILISWR A E W

i Notable events in Ireland and elsewhere in 1974ee! LILISYOQ A E W

Many more memories, reports, photos and information\aaww.vecfc.ie

21


http://www.vecfc.ie/

| LIS Y RAE

i - 20th August, 1974
COMMITTEE

i
ocational Bdueation Committeo S s, ds
- Templeomme Road, 5
Toremre, . i

 BALLSBRIDGE, DUBLIN 4

~ Dear I, 0'Domnall,

I enclose a cony of a request froh the
dnlnistrative 5taff Association for the use of a
ﬂpoar pitch on alternate Saturday afternoons,

I should be very pleasad if you would
ﬂg‘!_\‘s_sod.ation in this notter as far as

Yours faithfully,

HoH . ITALY,
~ Acting Chicf Ixecutive Officer,

e

Receipts and Payments Account of the V.E.C. Football Club
For the period May$11974 to April 3¢’ 1975

Date Receipts Date Payments

May 22 To Staff Association 33.00 May 29 By Jerseys 25.)30
Dec 13 To Xmas Draw 205.00 | July 14 By Football 11.75
Apr 30 To Club Income 71.25 | July 25 By Donation Groundsman 1.00
fi To Membership Fees 12.25 | Sept 7 By Water Carrier 0.69
Sept 21 By Bandages etc. 0.21

Nov 23 By Scissors etc. 1.36

Dec 9 By Bank Book 0.25

Dec 13 By Xmas Draw 135.00

Dec 21 By Xmas Present Groundsmar 5.30

Jan7 By Elvery Cup Fee 2.00

Feb 20 By Freeze Spray 1.15

Mar 14 By Bank charge 1.00

Apr 8 By Football 11.75

Apr 26 By Bandage/Vaseline 1.80

Apr 30 By Postage 0.24

fi By Club Expenses 48.99

Laundry/Refs/etc.

fi By Bank Balance 63.70

i By Cash Balance 7.31
Total £318.50 £318.50

Note The Clubbés affiliation and daattlytoyhe Unded €hurchesno u nt

League, by the Administrative Staff Association of the City of Dublin V.E.C.
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Thereis anotherpageof AppendiXy .slidwingthe early VECTeams




l LILWISY RAE

1st April 1995: V.E.C. 3rds v V.E.C. 2nds
Quarter-Final of the Leslie Reynolds Cup

V.E.C. 3rds
Marc Walsh
Paul Dunne Padraig Donlon  Dave Collins Fergal Harrington
Managers
Jimmy McGowan Mick Kenny Ken Donoghue Tom Kiely Robbie Ebbs &

Seamus Doherty
Brendan Mateer John Marrinan

12. Ray Powerl3. Tom Doran

NoelCarberry
Dave Fox Des Loughlin Rory O'Donoghue  Fergal Carberry
Managers:
Eoin Cotter Chas Heather Tom Kerwick Dave Spring Dermot Sharkey &

Chas Heather
Dermot Sharkey Sean Sharkey

12. Willie Heather13. John Griffith

20th October 2001:V.E.C. §ts v V.E.C.12ds
2nd Round of the Irish Life Challenge Cup

V.E.C. 4ts
Paul O'Keeffe

Peter Morrissey Neil Spring DaveCollins Gus Mclnerney
Managers:
John Murray Glenn Morrissey James Croke Derek O'Neill Fergal Nolan &
David Spring
Brian Ward Peter Bull

12. Paul Little 13. Eamon Kirk14. Anthony O'Callaghan

Ronan Cotter

Simon Cruise Karl Nolan Noel Ryan John Doyle
Managers:
Thomas Byrne Paul Hutchinson Conor MacArtain Gavin O'Sullivan Conor MacArtain
& David Carroll
Derek Glennon David 'Jayo' Carroll

12. Dave Evers13. John Griffith
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This is Willie's boot which was painted in bronze and presented to the club by Willie's wife,
Susan, following his untimely death in 1997.

VEC Football ran the Invitational Willie Kissane Tournament every August for 20 years between

8 invited teams in Willie's memory
[For the first three years, 1998, 1999 & 2000, only two teams competed]

‘ Year ‘ Winners | Runners-up
2017 | CYM Beechwood | VEC Fc

‘ 2016 ‘ Leicester Celtic | CYM Beechwood
2015 | Leicester Celtic | VEC Fc
2014 | Knocklyon Utd. | VEC Fc

‘ 2013 ‘ Sandyford Utd. ‘ Leicester Celtic
‘ 2012 ‘ Leicester Celtic ‘ CYM Terenure
‘ 2011 ‘ Terenure Fc ‘ Leicester Celtic
2010 | VEC Fc | Leicester Celtic
‘ 2009 ‘ Knocklyon Utd. ‘ Lower Crumlin
‘ 2008 ‘ Knocklyon Utd. ‘ VEC Fc

‘ 2007 ‘ Templeogue Utd. ‘ Parkvale FC
‘ 2006 ‘ Templeogue Utd. ‘ Knocklyon Utd.
‘ 2005 ‘ VEC Fc ‘ Leicester Celtic
‘ 2004 ‘ Leicester Celtic ‘ Knocklyon Utd.
‘ 2003 ‘ VEC Fc ‘ Knocklyon Utd.
‘ 2002 ‘ CYM Terenure ‘ VEC Fc

‘ 2001 ‘ Leicester Celtic ‘ CYM Terenure
‘ 2000 ‘ VEC Fc ‘ CYM Terenure
‘ 1999 ‘ CYM Terenure | VEC Fc

‘ 1998 ‘ VEC Fc ‘ CYM Terenure
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| LILISY RAE
UCFL PLAYER PRORhdy Myler-from Facebook November 21, 2020

AGE: 44
POSITION: Apywhetebegntre forward!

CLUBS TO DATE: Shamrogl llogheda, UCD, Athlon
Longford Town, \Wate gderers and VEC.

WHO HAS HAD, THE,BIGG ON YOUR CARI}
Par initially

MOST MEMORAB GAMB@iny

game for"l?ro 1ed a temodin [
BEST PE,AYERS EV = '
(but | hate U !
TOUGHEST QRRON

FAVOURITE PLAYER: My

IF YOU NEVER PLAYED FOOTBALL WHAT SPORT WOULD
FAVOURITE BAND/ : i

FAVOURITE

c e [ [ A INCE ¢
YOU SPEND IT ON:

VEC Sportsgrounds in Terenure
| LJLJS \F iR brEPage 33
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I LILISYGRA E
2015-2016 All-Conquering VECWinning Squad

Anthony Dunne Gavin Murphy
Played in 32 games. The Captain of this extraordinary Started 34 of our 37 games. Only missed
squad. Led by example directing play and most home game against AGPin November. Mr.
crucially, regularly cutting outmany i BT T AT O« Consistent. He hardly ever put a foot
attacks. Official m-o-t-m in Challenge Cup Final wrong throughout the season
Aidan Hyland Seamus Staunton
Also started 34 of our 37 games. Only missed cup Also started 34 of our 37 games. Only
game against Leixlip in April. In order to play for the missed home game against Glasnaion in
League team, he magnanimously stepped aside for our March. Also scored an amazing 17 goals
cup game against Aston Village in January. Scored an from mid -field. Atruly consistent season
extraordinary 33 goals which won him player -of-the -year.

Raimonds Jaudzems Killian Finlay
Played in 32 games. His paceand O O1 AdhdisO 6 Also played in 32 games. Improved immensely
brought him an impressive 12 goals (plus a hat- asthe seasonprogressed. Mr. reliab le in
trick for the 2nds) from mainly the wing -back various positions. Someimmense
position 7z some very memorable. performances
Pat Meghen Conall/ 8 3EAOCET AOOU
Played in 31 games. Missed a chunk of Also played in 31 games.What arock at the heart of the
the early seasonbut battled hard to win defence in his first season! His experience was
his place, starting in 22 games invaluable. Official m-o-t-m in Richard Knight Cup Final.
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Richard Hannify Stephen Quin

Played in 29 games. Out injured from beginning of Played in 28 games. Another Mr. Reliable.
March until 16th April z playing in 11 of the final Savedhis best performance for the crucial
13 games. Somegreat performances league victory away to Orchard Celtic.
Niall Flynn Neal Breslin
Played in 26 games. Only joined usin Also played in 26 games. Missed the first 4 games of the
January and only missed 3 of our final seasonthrough injury and then afew during April but
25 games. Great addition to the returned when needed in May with some towering
squad. performances.

Paul/ 6 301 1 EOAT Mick Kinsella
Also played in 26 games. A regular up to the cup Played in 25 games. Becoming adaddy AE A1 8
final z but crucially returned from Galway for prevent him from making a massive
our win away to Orchard Celtic. 10 brilliant contrib ution in midfield in his first season for
seasonsfor VECFC. VEC.
JoeyByrne Andy Myler
Played in 21 games. Only managed 2 full Played in 14 games. Started in 10 games, where his
gamesin an injury -filled seasonbut vast experience was so valuable. Also stepped in as
nonetheless started in 15 games, scoring 12, goalkeeper in 3 games, conceding only 1 goal 7
plus 2 for the 2nds. against Orchard Cel.
Owen Martin Alan Keane Brian Martin
Played in 13 games. A Reserve Goalkeeper. Played Played in 8 games. Unavailable for
real stop-start season in 6 games. This included the most of the season. His only full
due to injuries along the Richard Knight Cup Final. game was the memorable FAI
way. His cameo against Never on alosing team. Very Junior Cup game against Pike
Chapelizod was striking. safe hands when called upon. Rovers in Limerick
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I LILISYGRA E

) GedQOadruple!
Managers Kev/ 6 ( A 1& Dave Spring

It may have been + A O Efitsb g@asoninvolved with management, but it was $ A O AShO
consecutive seasoninvolved with the management of VEC1sts. What an impressive partnership!

phard Knight Cup
Winners
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