
 
 
  

 

 

 

Annual Secretary’s Reports 
Seasons 2019/2020, 2020/2021, 2021/2022 

Upending all areas of life, the COVID-19 pandemic made no exception for sports, creating turmoil 
worldwide and our league and club suffered as much as any! This Report attempts to briefly cover 
the last three seasons, two of which were strange and unprecedented in so many ways! 

 
Competition 19/20 Outcome 20/21 Outcome 21/22 Outcome 

Premier Division  
Challenge Cup  
FAI Junior Cup  
Richard Knight Cup  
Premier Shield  

 

SEASON 2019/2020 🏆🏆 

Management   Having been part of the 18/19 ‘Double’ winning management team as a first team 
assistant, and as Kevin O’Hanlon would not be able to give the position his full 
commitment due to his re-location to Cork, Simon Roche stepped into the manager’s 
role and appointed myself and Dave Spring as his assistants.  

Fergal “Stumpy” Nolan’s tenure as VEC 2nd team manager ended at the end of the 
2018-2019 season and as by his own admission, he would not be able to give the 
position his full effort, Seán O’Shea took on the manager’s role with VEC 2nds and 
received assistance from Russell White. 

Paying the Penalty  

Unfortunately, VEC exited four cup competitions during the 19/20 season as a result 
of penalty shoot-outs, with a wide array of goal keepers and make-shift goalkeepers 
appearing between the sticks throughout!  
Firstly, in October 2019 in the Leinster Senior Cup after conceding a goal from a 
looping header 5 minutes into time added on in the first half, VEC FC returned in 
the second half to equalize through Joey Byrne against Clontarf FC in the AUL 
Complex.  With no further goals, we entered 30 minutes of extra time, yielding no 
further scores and thus faced a penalty shoot-out – unfortunately losing out by 2 
goals to 1, in a shoot-out to forget. 

Secondly, we lost on penalties 4-5 to Rosemount Mulvey FC in the 4th Round of the FAI Junior Cup a 
week before Christmas on Crumlin Utd’s Astro. A game that drew the attention of politicians, 
statesmen and FAI officials alike as Rosemount Mulvey scraped through against all odds and against a 
backdrop of seemingly limitless adversity.  
[An extraordinary fact is that 8 of the VEC players who played for the League team in the previous 
season were missing for this game].   



 
 
COVID-19 outbreak: In light of the threat posed by the COVID-19 outbreak and in 
the best interests of players, coaches, volunteers, etc., the Football Association 
of Ireland announced on March 12th 2020, the cessation of all football under 
its jurisdiction with immediate effect, following directives from Government, 
the Department of Health and UEFA.  The UCFL complied fully with this 
instruction, which meant that no fixtures were set until further notice. This was 
unfortunate as we were on schedule to complete another quadruple, albeit 
with plenty of hard work and hopefully some good fortune awaiting us along the way: (1) we had 

reached the quarter-final of the Challenge Cup where we were drawn against 
second division Dunshaughlin Youths; (2) we were drawn at home to Beech Park 
in the quarter-final of the Richard Knight Cup; (3) it was still in our own control 
to retain the Premier Division title, although a tough away game against a strong 
South William Street Celtic team would be a ‘must win’; and (4) the Shield which 
hadn’t commenced. Although there were some exceptional 5km and 10km run 
times recorded during this series of lock downs by VEC players 

When football resumed some 4 months later (18th July 2020), unfortunately things did not go 
according to plan! While we duly won our next 5 premier division matches, we succumbed to South 
William Street Celtic on 15th August losing 2-0 in Ringsend and relinquished our league title.  
To make matters worse, bodies were struggling with the increased workload and condensed fixture 
list and we exited both the Richard Knight Cup and the Challenge Cup in quick succession, losing out 
on penalties on both occasions with a heavily depleted squad.  

After a 0-0 draw with Beech Park FC, we lost 2-4 on Penalties (even with Dublin senior goalkeeper 
Dave O’Hanlon between the sticks) and then after a 1-1 draw with Dunshaughlin Youths FC, we lost 3-
4 on Penalties (even with Dublin southside resident Rob Newe between the sticks). 

At least we atoned for this by winning the Premier 
Division Shield after a penalty shoot-out with Coolock 
Village in our final game of the season (on 29th 
August 2020). With goals from Seamus Staunton and 
Ray Jaudzems and two penalty saves from Richie 
Hannify.  

What was unique about this attainment was that 
we won our quarter-final and semi-final matches in 
the Shield also on penalties! 

 
 
Missing our top goal-scorer from the previous 6 seasons, Aidan Hyland, through a serious injury – for 
the entire season – obviously had a huge effect on our season.  Averaging 30 goals a season in those 
6 seasons was always going to be impossible to replicate and so it proved.   
The top goal-scorer for the Club was Garry Curran who scored all his 11 goals for VEC 2nds. 

 
Jordan Howard’s emergence as a regular on the 1sts along with new players Jeff 
DeCastro and Oisín Kinsella greatly added to the quality of the squad, although we lost 
the aforementioned Aidan Hyland, the club’s engine room technician Anthony Dunne 
and character/goalkeeper David Frewen, along with hair model Eoin Ferry after our 
return to football in July.  
 



 
 
 

The 45th Annual General Meeting was held on Tuesday 6th August 2019 in Brady’s Terenure. 

However, both the League AGM and the VEC FC 2020 AGMs were cancelled due to Covid-19. 

 

Player-of-the-year: Although the players from both teams cast their votes for the player-of-the-year, 
a function was never held to announce the winners and present their awards!   

The club p-o-t-y award for 2019-2020 will therefore be presented to the recipient alongside the p-o-
t-y for 2021-2022, while a player who regrettably left the club was voted the 2nd team p-o-t-y for 
2019-2020. 

 

First Team Goalkeeping Appearances 2019/2020 

Richie Hannify x 17      Rob Newe x 7       Dave Frewen x 3        Dave O’Hanlon x 1       Andy Myler x 1       
Brian O’Keeffe x 1        Seán O’Shea x 1   Colin Power x 1 

Andy Myler spectacularly saves a penalty in VEC’s Shield shoot-out with Harding FC. 
 

Champions v Legends 

The 3rd annual VEC ‘Champions v Legends’ Match took place on 10th August 2019. The turnout was 
great and really built on the success of 
the previous years!  
Afterwards, we all adjourned to Brady’s 
for ‘Platters’ and a fund-raising quiz run 
by Dave Spring. Later that evening the 
ever-consistent Gavin Murphy just 
pipped Mick Kinsella and Shane Reddin 
just pipped Brendan Murray for the 
player-of-the-year awards for VEC 1sts 
and 2nds respectively, while Aidan 
Hyland received a 6th consecutive golden 
boot award – truly remarkable! 
 
 

 



 
 

 

“Most Valuable Person” 

Chairman Dave Spring also presented a Special Merit Award (‘Most Valuable Person Award’) to 
someone who had played in every one of our 38 
games that season – an outstanding achievement!  
On top of that, he hardly 
missed a training session 
– many of which he 
organised and ran himself 
and as Dave stated, “he 
has been a superstar for 
this team for many years 

in his own unique way and fully deserves this Special Merit Award” …  

…it went to none other than Pat Meghen! 

 
 

UCFL League Team 

Paul Hutchinson and Dave Spring 
remained at the helm and the VEC 
influence on the team remained 
potent with 4 VEC players starting 
the disappointing 0-3 opening loss to 
the Kilkenny & District League. A local 
report supported the view that the 
number of chances created and share 
of possession enjoyed by the UCFL 
team throughout the game belied the 
final scoreline. It was an honour for 
the Club that Gavin Murphy was 
appointed UCFL captain. 

Unfortunately, the UCFL exited the 2019/20 Oscar Traynor Trophy after the second loss in the 
competition going down 0-2 on a chilly night in Kilcullen to the Kildare & District League. As John Fraser 
(UCFL) reported: “It was another frustrating night as much good play failed to yield any tangible 
reward”. Three VEC players started in both games: Davy Frewen, Gavin Murphy & Peter O’Brien. They 
were joined in this game by Conall O’Shaughnessy, Mick Kinsella and Seamus Staunton (Ray Jaudzems 
who played in the first game was unable to travel).  Overall, it was another exasperating Oscar Traynor 
campaign for the UCFL management and team, ending without a win and indeed without a goal. 
Congratulations to those 7 players who represented the Club.  
 

[That was the last match the UCFL have played in this competition, which hasn’t returned since the 
pandemic.] 
  



 
 

SEASON 2020/2021 

For months throughout the season (if you could call it that), we had Level 5 Government restrictions 
which prevented us playing.  As such, the 2020/2021 season was effectively a washout.  Even when 

we began to look forward to the second half of the year with hope, where 
there was potential for daily life and sport to take a more normal rhythm, 
our hopes were again dashed.  That is, up to 11th May 2021, when we were 
allowed to resume training (in pods of 15).  All players deserve great credit 
for the manner in which they responded to the pandemic and there was 
great pride in how Irish football dealt with COVID-19 all across the country.  
We know how frustrating it was not to be playing the game we love for 
such an extended period, but we all understood the wider need to control 
the pandemic. VEC FC and other clubs played their part in the community 
fight against COVID-19. We were all committed to the FAI Protocols and 
the Government guidelines and we continued to respect those rules as we 
had to sit out the lockdown. 

 
Club members throughout this period showed their dedication by taking part in training seasons over 
Zoom, independently in local parks, back gardens, green spaces, living rooms and leather armchairs 
(Jordo). Simon Roche 
hosted some excellent HiiT 
Sessions via Zoom despite 
Gav Murphy struggling to 
grasp the concept of muting 
his mic!  

So, probably the best way 
of summarising this 
severely truncated season, 
is to re-publish the 4 news 
items on the VEC FC 
website between 18th Sep 2020 and 29th April 2021 and looking at what followed. 

Friday, Sep 18, 2020 
Following the introduction of Level 3 COVID-19 restrictions in Dublin, the Football Association of Ireland has announced the 
cessation (from midnight 18th September) of all Adult Amateur and Underage football matches in Dublin.  Then on 5th 
October the Government announced that “no matches or other sporting events should take place” for a further three 
weeks, which means that the earliest that football can return is Saturday 31st October!  VEC FC Training continues on 
Thursdays in Whelan Park Kimmage (Larkview) from 9.10pm to 10.10pm until further notice. 

Tuesday, Oct 20, 2020 
Collective training now unfortunately ceased for 6 weeks!  Only individual training within a radius of 5 km of homes 
permitted! As of midnight on 21 October, we will be placed on Level 5 of the Plan for Living with COVID-19.  Level 5 
restrictions will remain in place for a period of 6 weeks. 

No training or matches should take place, with the exception of (i) professional and elite sports games … which are being 
permitted to continue behind closed doors and (ii) non-contact training for school-aged children in outdoors pods of 15.  All 
other training activities should be individual only with people permitted to exercise within a radius of 5 km of their home 

Thursday, Dec 31, 2020 
Plan for Living with Covid-19.  No indoor or outdoor gatherings permitted involving “collective team training” except for 
professional and elite sports. So unfortunately, for the month of January, we are back to individual training only.  Also, no 
matches or events are to take place, save for professional and elite sports. 

Thursday, Apr 29, 2021 
‘Hope is returning’ said the Taoiseach today (29th April) as the Government announced that “outdoor training for adults 
can recommence in pods of a maximum of 15 people with effect from 10th May”.  Also, that from 7th June, “outdoor sports 
matches can recommence but with no spectators”. 

 
 

https://vecfc.ie/2020/09/18/covid-19-update-18th-september/
https://vecfc.ie/2020/10/20/covid-19-update-october-20/
https://vecfc.ie/2020/12/31/level-5-restrictions-updated-on-30-december-2020/
https://vecfc.ie/2021/04/29/hope-is-returning/


 
 
What Happened Next? 

So, we resumed training on 11th May 2021.  Then the 
League’s admirable proposals for a ‘Return to Football’ 
resulted in a Pre-season Tournament which ran from 12th 
June 2021 to 7th August 2021 and both teams played in 8 
matches.  Bearing in mind the motto “The Comeback is 
Always Stronger than the Setback”, the 1st team reached 
the final and although winning 3-0 after 30 minutes and 
cruising, VEC’s understrength squad were unable to 
prevent St. Marys Boys 
clawing their way back into 
this crazy game which 
finished 5-5.  In the ensuing 
penalty shoot-out, VEC 
scored 4 to St. Marys Boys 5. 

 

Once again, the VEC FC AGM was cancelled due to Covid-19.  

 

 

MCKNIGHT TO REMEMBER 

Of extraordinary interest during this disrupted season was that VEC player Jack 
McKnight playing a full world cup qualifying match at left back for the Turks and 
Caicos Islands international side against Nicaragua in March 2021. Unfortunately, the 
team lost 7-0 in this 
CONCACAF first round 
Group E qualifier match.  

Jack also played a full game in the next match 
on 30th March 2021 against Belize, where the 
Turks and Caicos Islands suffered a 5-0 defeat.  
Both matches were played in the Dominican 
Republic due to Covid-19 restrictions. 
 
Jack made his International debut for the Turks and Caicos Islands national football team in 2011. 
 
He played in 18 matches for VEC Football Club between 2018 and 2020, making his debut on 28th 
March 2018 in VEC Terenure against Beech Park FC in the Premier Division of the UCFL.  He played 8 
times for VEC 1sts and 10 times for VEC 2nds in official matches and scored 4 goals. 

 
  

https://vecfc.ie/2021/03/28/jack-mcknight-plays-in-world-cup-qualifier/
https://vecfc.ie/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/Profile-Jack-McKnight-2020.jpg


 
 

SEASON 2021/2022 🏆🏆🏆🏆 

The new season got underway on 28th August 2021, but now with Simon Roche 
at the helm. He was assisted by Dave Spring and newcomer Dexy Donoghue 
(another addition who was willing to step into goal when needed), who had 
been the main man at (now disbanded) Ringsend outfit South William Street 
Celtic, to whom we had relinquished our premier league title in August 2020.   

For the 2nds, playing in Division 2A, Alan Barry was the 
pot of gold at the end of the rainbow volunteering to take on the management 
role while receiving assistance from Karl Reck, Eoin Monaghan and a few others 
along the way.  

This season, we once again reaped a silver medal in 
the Premier Division just as we did against the 
aforementioned SWSC in 2020.  Needlessly dropping 
points against Lourdes Celtic and Ashwood FC enabled 
Tallaght Utd to justly claim the title, having gone the 

season without losing a league game. Life in the UCFL can be unforgiving at 
times, with pitches, weather and fixture calendars all having the potential 
to be a leveller on any given day. Memorably tough conditions in games 
such as the above mentioned stand out in the mind with the side also 
battling against gales and storms in games away to Malahide, Tallaght and Beech Park.   
 
However, we atoned for the that disappointment somewhat, reasserting our dominance by meeting 

and beating Tallaght (the current holders at the 
time) in the final of both the Challenge Cup and 
the Richard Knight Cup, deservedly winning 
both matches on 1-0 scorelines.  Scoring in his 
third successive Challenge Cup Final, Séamus 
Staunton got the goal in Home Farm, while Tom 
Wrynne (Andy Myler’s all-time favourite strike 
partner) got the goal in Frank Cooke Park.  

Dan Smyth and Conall O’Shaughnessy taking 
home the Player of the Match awards in the two finals indicated just how 
important the VEC defence was to this year’s success with great strength 
in depth across all positions. 11 Cleansheets were kept across the season 
with Smyth keeping 4 of his 5 in the 2 cup semi-finals and finals!!   

We unluckily exited early from the FAI Junior Cup after a gripping 3-3 game played out against a very 
strong Booth Road Celtic on a Friday night in Ballyowen Astro. Having ceded a dominant lead at half 
time, a superb comeback with a Shocko goal in the final seconds in extra-time, brought the game to 
the dreaded penalty shoot-out. However, the team’s heroics would ultimately not be enough as the 
home team progressed to the next round winning out 4-1 on penalties.  Just 2 weeks later, we timidly 
exited the LFA Junior Cup 2-3 against an unimpressive Elm Mount side in Coolock.  

Milestones 

• Aidan Hyland returned to first team duty in April 2022 after a lengthy absence through injury 
playing in 11 games and contributing 5 goals. 
•  Gaffer Simon Roche made an unexpected appearance in extra time of the RK Cup fixture with 
Boghall Rovers and proved that class is truly permanent, scoring 2 goals to help VEC progress. 
•  Joey Byrne moved into 3rd place on most games played for VEC – 405 games. Still a bit behind 
Noel Ryan (610) and Dave Spring (750).  
•  Joey, however, remains way out on goals scored for the club with an astounding 239, while 
Aidan Hyland (193) surpassed Dave Spring’s 190 and is creeping up on Noel Ryan’s 198.  



 
 

VEC 2nds – Div 2A 
June 2021 brought a lot of excitement around the squad ahead of the first full season of football since 
Covid. There was almost a complete reset within the 2nd team, with only Karl Reck (in his 10th season), 

Eoin “Swan” Sweeney, Conor O’Neill, Gildas Olivier, Colin Power and Eoin 
Monaghan returning from seasons past.  

In spite of a large number of departures (some of whom would reappear 
throughout the season in opposition colours!), squad size was not an issue. 
Around 20 new signings brought an injection of energy (and substantially 
reduced the team’s average age). Alan Barry stepped up to manage the 
team, aided throughout the season by a number of the “senior” players. The 

UCFL’s pre-season tournament was used wisely by the management as a sounding board to enable 
the new squad to gel and to shake off any pandemic-induced rustiness before the start of the league.  

The side’s pre-Christmas form delivered a mixed barrel of results. Early convincing wins against South 
Dublin United and Fairview were punctuated by disappointing defeats to St.Maelruan’s, Latin Dubs 
and Stedfast. A meek exit from the Challenge Cup at the hands of Division 3 side Tamh-Leacht was 
softened by a comprehensive 5-1 battering of promotion-favourites Oldbury. The side settled much 
better after Christmas, shoring up the defence and going undefeated for the first number of weeks 
following victories against Latin Dubs and Fairview, and a draw against Clondalkin Celtic. Paddy Cook 
and Colm McSharry were prolific up front, while Fionn Riordan, Ronan Corbett, Conor Daly and free-
kick specialist Jamie Ryder added to the goal tally. Unfortunately, a handful of defeats to promotion 
challengers left us with a midtable finish.  

The real success story of the 2nds’ season, however, 
came in the MMI Cup, where we reached the final 
following a steady run of scalps against more-
fancied opposition. In the first round, the team 
paved the way with what was to come, with a 
comprehensive 5-2 win over pre-tournament 
frontrunners Dynamo Ridgewood. An ever-
improving Stedfast United were similarly dispatched 
in the quarter-finals via a 3-1 victory, before the 
sternest test of the season came in the form of 
Division 2 winners and tournament favourites ROC Celtic in the semi-finals. Undeterred, a tenacious 
and disciplined defensive performance yielded a stalemate after 90 minutes, with VEC arguably having 

the better chances. Indeed, with minutes ticking down in extra 
time, Conor Callaghan stepped up to fire home the winner and 
send the team to the final. As with previous rounds, we went in 
as underdogs in the final against Division 2 runners-up Coolock 
Village, on what was a perfect evening for football at Home 
Farm. Another robust and gutsy performance frustrated the 
opposition for 75 minutes, but the VEC resolve was finally 
broken by two quick goals from Coolock – enough to ensure 
they took home the silverware.  

Though disappointed, the side’s place in the final was well-deserved and a testament to the 
commitment and effort shown by the squad throughout what was a long season. It should only serve 
as a platform to build upon for next season where we will be chasing promotion and silverware.  

Eoin Monaghan 



 
 
Golden Boot 21/22  

 
It’s the first time since 1995 – 27 years ago – that the ‘golden boot’ award 
was shared by 2 players and again quite uniquely that it was shared by a 
player from each team!  Séamus Staunton scored 16 goals from midfield for 
the 1sts while striker Colm McSharry scored 16 for the 2nds and many will 
think what might have been for Colm (who only joined the club in 2021) as 
he missed quite a number of games towards the end of the season through 
injury. Congrats Séamus & Colm! 

 

Season Snapshot 

Games played (1sts): Total 31.  

Most Appearances: 28 - Neill Love / Jefferson De Castro / Carl O’Gorman.   

For and Against: Scored 77. Conceded 35. 

 

Games played (2nds): Total 28.  

Most Appearances: 26 - Conor Callaghan. 23 - Jack McGarry & Paul Langan.   

For and Against: Scored 81. Conceded 77. 

 

New signings since 2021:  

(1sts): Dan Smyth, Andy Smyth, Carl O’Gorman, Neill Love, Conor (Spud) 
Tiernan, Jay Hester (pictured below with his best friend) [6] 

(2nds): Bobby Byrne, Brian O'Sullivan, Colin Power, Colm McSharry, Conor 
Callaghan, Conor Daly, Daniel Sena, Emmanuel Mansuk, Fionn Riordan, Jack 
McGarry, Jamie Ryder, Paddy Cook, Paul Langan, Peter O'Donoghue, Richie 
Rye, Ronan Corbett, Ronan Murphy, 
Ross Humphries, Ryan Brady, Sean 
Morrin, Tim Gleeson [21] 

 

Players Gone or with Reduced Involvement since the 
pandemic! 

(1sts): Eoin Ferry, Mick Kinsella, Neal Breslin, Peter O'Brien. 

(2nds): Adam Flynn, Brian O’Keeffe, Fergus Brady, Garry 
Curran, Jack McKnight, Jorge Castrillo, Josh Caffrey, Matthew 
Wallace, Paul Smith, Richard Burke, Russell White, Sean 
O’Shea, Shane Reddin. 

 

 



 
 

 

Thanks 

I would like to thank the managers – on behalf of the Club - for their tireless work throughout the 
season. It is a thankless job in many ways! Simon Roche, Dexy Donoghue and Dave Spring for the 
running of the 1st team and Alan Barry and Karl Reck for looking after the 2nd team, with plenty of 
assistance from Eoin Monaghan, particularly when the others were indisposed. 

Thanks to the other members of the club who assisted the managers and the Club along the way.  For 
example, those on Thursdays in Larkview, particularly Joey Byrne. 

Thanks also go to our Honorary Treasurer Séamus Doherty for his management and reconciling of the 
accounts.  Séamus also had to balance this with his work as Hon. Treasurer on the UCFL Committee, 
which is very demanding. 

I would also like to extend a special congratulations to Club Chairman 
David Spring who recently received a special 
recognition award from the FAI as part of their 
centenary celebrations. This award could not be 
more richly deserved as Dave makes an unparalleled 
contribution to the success and longevity of this club 
and has dedicated many years now to grassroots 
football in Ireland. Well done Dave!  

 
Finally, thanks to absolutely everyone who has played a part 
in another fantastic DOUBLE WINNING season for the VEC! 
Every single body that turns up to training, takes down a 
corner flag, minds the bibs, has a pint in Brady’s or shows up 
to cheer us on of a Saturday, you make this club what it is 
today.  

VIVA VEC! 

 

Richie Hannify Hon. Secretary 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

They said... 
 
 

They said we couldn't do it, 
They said we'd had our fun, 
They said Joey was past it, 

They said Rayzor couldn't run. 
 

They said Shocko was on his heels, 
And Love was no replacement, 

They said Jimmer had lost the plot, 
And was hiding in his basement. 

 
They said Spud was a bad addition, 

They said Pat was getting old, 
They said Aido's back was packing it in, 

They said Sham was starting to fold. 
 

They said Noelie might start up front, 
And Jay wasn't the answer, 

They said Andy would play for the 2nds, 
And Ois was only a prancer. 

 
They said Dan would leak goals, 
They said Richie couldn't hack it, 

They said Jordo was getting distracted, 
They said Rochey would never crack it. 

 
They said Gav's antics were catching up, 

And Carl wasn't a winner, 
They said Jack hadn't found his feet, 

And Tom was having too much dinner. 
 

They said Rob wouldn't raise his game, 
They said Springer would be thwarted, 

They said Dexy would miss a trick, 
They said Jeff would be deported. 

 
They said Tallaght were the real deal, 

They said VEC were in trouble. 
Well f**k them all. They said too much. 

Because VEC have a double!! 
 

 

 

Kev O’Hanlon 
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